Musculocutaneous flap of the transverse nasalis muscle in repair of nasal-tip skin carcinoma.
Reconstructing a nasal tip when there is neoplastic involvement is difficult, owing to the nature of the skin, which is thick, adhesive, and not very flexible, and to the proximity of the lower rim of the nasa ala, which must be respected. Dissection of twenty injected anatomic preparations has shown the reliability of using the vascular pedicle of the musculocutaneous flap of the transverse nasalis muscle. The technique was used in ten patients with skin carcinoma of the nasal tip. Esthetic results are excellent since the nasal ala is respected. A double-flap procedure may also be used for median defects.